An Introduction to Using VoiceThread

What is VoiceThread? VoiceThread is an interactive, visual online discussion tool.
When you visit a VoiceThread, you have the option to leave a comment in text, voice or
video! VoiceThread is a powerful tool that extends learning beyond the walls of a
classroom by providing an easy-to-use online learning and discussion space for
students. Listening to and watching VoiceThreads is free but when you are ready to
leave a comment, you must first create a free VoiceThread account -- which is simple!
eaving comments requires you to have a VoiceThread account which is free and very
easy to set up.

A First Look: Below is an illustration showing one slide of a VoiceThread. You can tell
there are more slides to view because there is an arrow icon in the lower right corner.
Five people have already commented on this slide (count the avatars that line the left and
right side of the slide). But there are six comments that have been made on this slide
(count the number of segments in the gray bar beneath the slide) -- so one person has
left two comments. You can listen to/read the comments by clicking the play (center
arrow) button, clicking on the avatars or clicking on the gray segments beneath the
image. When you are ready to leave a comment, you need to 1) Log In or Register and
2) click the Comment button.
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The Comment Options Panel: After you have clicked on the “Comment” button,
the Comment Options Panel is revealed (see illustration below). As you can see,
VoiceThread gives you plenty of commenting options. All you need to do is listen to
or read the comments left by others (if any) and then think about what you want to
contribute to this discussion, analysis or activity. The most important thing to keep in
mind is the fact that you can delete any comment after you’ve made it, so don'’t feel
any performance anxiety!

Choose from any of the commenting options listed below. Click on your preference,
leave your comment, CLICK SAVE and then you’ll see your avatar appear on the
slide, with any other avatars of those who have commented previously. If you ever
want to delete your comment, just play it back and click on the garbage can icon that
appears in your comment box. Only YOU (and the VoiceThread author) can delete
YOUR comments. That’s it!
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Need Help? VoiceThread is easy to use but in case you need some extra help
or want to figure out how to use some of the more advanced features, you can
rely upon the wonderful help resources built into the site. Just follow these
simple steps to locate the FAQs, Forums and Tutorials:

1. Go to: http://www.voicethread.com

2. Click “Sign In or Register” (in the upper right corner).

3. Sign in to your account using your email address and password.
4

. In the upper right corner of the screen, find your “avatar” (the icon that
represents you).

5. Click on the “Help” tab next to your avatar and then select any of the
following options from the menu to help answer your question: FAQ
(Frequently Asked Questions - the best place to start), Forum
(discussion forum where you can post questions for VoiceThread
experts to answer and read previous Q&As) or Tutorials (excellent,
visual tutorials with audio created in VoiceThread format, of course!).

Need more phone commenting
\70) (818 1% 8] Minutes? Afree VoiceThread
account comes with 3 free minutes of
phone commenting. If you want to
add additional minutes to your account, just click on the arrow next to your
avatar, select “My Account” and then click on “Add More Minutes.” You can
purchase one hour of phone comments for $10.

Need to change your password? Click on the arrow next to your avatar,
then click on “My Account,” and then click on “Change Password.”

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-No Derivative Works 3.0 Unported
License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/ or send a
letter to Creative Commons, 171 Second Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA.
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