Computer Piracy
We will be holding a discussion/debate on the topic of computer piracy.  There will be two teams randomly chosen by the teacher.  You will be responsible to research the topic carefully.  

Question to be addressed:

1) You will need to define “piracy.”

2) What should be done about computer, music, and video piracy?

3) What are the technologies that make piracy so readily available?  And should there be anything done about it?

4) How much revenue is lost each year to piracy?

5) Who gets hurt by illegal coping of software?

6) What penalties can be assessed for those that copy illegally?  Are there cases where companies have pursued individuals? 
7) Is this a cultural issue?  Is it an international issue? 

Grading will occur as follows:

1) (50%) You must be able to show that you have researched the topic.

2) (15%) You will be required to have adequate references.  You will need to research both sides of the issue, but you will need arguments that support your point of view.
3) (20%) You will be expected to contribute when we discuss the issues.

4) (15%) There will be a team score.

Discussion Forum:

1) I will restate the questions to be discussed before the discussion/debate begins.

2) You may only speak if you are holding the ball.

3) We will alternate discussion points back and forth until the topic has been adequately discussed.
4) Getting mad, yelling louder, or making a silly argument will not help you make a good point (nor gain you any points).

5) You will be randomly assigned to be on one of the two sides (pro piracy or against piracy). 

6) You will not be allowed to talk for more than three minutes at a time.

Keywords for searching out the topic:


Piracy, file sharing, software, law, license, ethics, culture, intellectual property, 
Against Piracy Starting Links
http://www.bsa.org/country.aspx?sc_lang=en
http://www.grayzone.com/faqindex.htm
http://www.b4ucopy.com/risks.html
http://www.authorama.com/free-culture-8.html
Pro Piracy Links
http://www.wired.com/science/discoveries/news/2006/08/71544
http://www.mio.co.za/forums/index.php?showtopic=9090
Defining Piracy:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_infringement
