Choosing a Career in 
Computer Science
The purpose of this lesson is to allow you to explore the different jobs in “computer science.”  You may have other career interests, but today we will research careers in Computer Science and Information Technology.

Purpose Description:

· You will research a specific career opportunity of interest in the field of Computer Science. 
· You will explore state and national career and occupational opportunities, education and training needs for computer science careers. 

· You will identify state and national employment trends. 

· You will identify your interests and aptitudes for various jobs.

You will use the following on-line resources to do your research.  

Online Career Research materials

· http://www.k12.wa.us/CareerTechEd/clusters/InformationTechnology.aspx Career Cluster Information Technology (OSPI)
· http://bls.gov/bls/occupation.htm Occupational Outlook Handbook 

· http://www.careermag.com/ Choose Your Career Channel 

· http://www.salaryexpert.com/ What Salary Is Your Job Worth? 

· http://www.jobstar.org/tools/salary/sal-prof.cfm Job Salaries 

· http://keirsey.com/frame.html Keirsey Personality (free online test) 

· http://www.rabbitbrush.com/personality/index.html Your communication style (free online test) 

· http://ecedweb.unomaha.edu/lessons/lesson15.htm “Is The Tassle Worth The Hassle?” Nebraska Council of Economic Ed one-day student activity utilizing economics’ “HDG Handy Dandy Guide” 
Computer Science Career Search

Assignment

Name ___________

1) Your first task will be to identify 5 different Computer Science / IT careers and list them below.

2) Let’s narrow your research by picking the two CS jobs you find most interesting.

a.  Job A: ___________

b.  Job B: ___________

3) Write a short description for each of the jobs.

a. Job A Description: 

b. Job B Description: 

4) Your next task will be to identify what the state and national employment trends are for your favorite two jobs descriptions you found from above.

a. Job A outlook:

b. Job B outlook:

5) Now, identify what aptitudes are needed for each of these jobs.
a. Job A aptitudes:
b. Job B aptitudes:
6) What is the typical pay/salary (dollar range) for each job? 

a. Starting salary

i. Job A: ______

ii. Job B: ______

b. Salary after x years

i. Job A: ______

ii. Job B: ______

7) How many years of training are needed for each of the jobs you are researching?  What schools offer training for your career choice?
a. Job A training needed:

Job A school where you could receive training:

b. Job B training needed:

Job B school where you could receive training:

8) Which job would be more interesting to you?   Explain.
